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The Conceit of the Worldly

James 4:13-17
Conflicts/Characteristics/Condemnation/Cure

Introduction: Muhammad Ali in March 8, 1971.

"There seems to be some confusion, “Who is the King?” We're going to clear this confusion up. There is no man who can whup me. I'm too smart / I'm too pretty / I am the greatest / I am the King. My face ought to be on a postage stamp; that's the only way I could be licked."
     Of course he beat Frazier later and went on to be one of the greatest heavyweights ever. But at that moment in time he proved:

1. Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before ﻿﻿a fall. (Proverbs 16:18)
2. The uncertainties of this life naught have I gotten but what I've received

     We are “Only a Sinner Saved by Grace” everything we have has been given to us and we are only stewards for God. And tomorrow we could lose it all - Our health / our wealth / every opportunity; what we have today could be gone tomorrow. But the things of the Spirit – our salvation / our souls / our Savior / our security can never be taken away.

Speaking of the time when the Lord spoke at Sinai the writer to the Hebrews said:
“See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For ﻿﻿if they did not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven, whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, ﻿﻿“﻿Yet once more I ﻿﻿shake not only the earth, but also heaven.﻿” Now this, “﻿Yet once more,﻿” indicates the ﻿﻿removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain.” (Hebrews 12:25-27)

That's why Paul could write:

2 Corinthians 4:18

“For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 

     There are some who think that these verses go with Chapter 5, the rich men, instead of Chapter 4, worldliness. I think not. In verses 1-12 he has addressed the "have nots" they don't have much but they want much. "you lust and do not have" so you murder and covet and cannot obtain". They were the laborers in the fields of the rich land-owners. They were poor and they coveted. They were worldly.
     Now he comes to the "haves" - They were entrepreneurs, traveling businessmen. Like Lydia (Acts 16) - or Priscilla and Aquila - Pontus to Rome -- Rome to Corinth, (Acts 18:2, 3) - Corinth to Ephesus, (Acts 18:18-19) - Ephesus to Rome, (Rom. 16:3-5) - Rome to Ephesus, (II Tim. 4:19)
I. The Example of Worldly Conceit – 4:13
“Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”

The problem was the way they planned. Planning is good - Jesus taught about the folly of failing to plan before beginning some enterprise (Luke 14:28-32).

When you fail to plan, you plan to fail.
A. Their Proposal 

Location - We will go to such and such a city and they picked out a certain city. Can't you see them putting a pin on a map? They had researched this place. They may have been there before.
Duration - We will spend a year. It will take us this long to make the money we need.

Activity - We will buy and sell - Buy low and sell high.

Outcome - We will make a profit. They were pretty sure of their ability to make a profit. They had it all figured out. 

Proverbs 27:1
“Do ﻿﻿not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.” 
B. Their Problem - They Left God Out
The only one who knows the future had not been consulted.

II. The Error of worldly Conceit – 4:14-15
A. What They Ignored – 4:14
“whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.”
1. Earthly Life is Uncertain – 4:14a

Things happen - even to good people.
· Weather 

· Stock market

· They could get sick

· They could get robbed on the way

· The economy could tank
Point: Don't count your chickens before they hatch.
You're driving down I-95 and Bam! Your life is turned upside down. You fix up your house and Bam, a hurricane hits!

2. Earthly Life Is Fleeting – 4:14b
“It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.”
Life is a vapor - a puff of smoke - little of steam from the tea kettle.

B. What They Left Out – “If God Wills” – 4:15
“Instead you ought to say, ‘if the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.”
The planners should have laid their plans out before the Lord. That would have been an acknowledgement that they were dependent on the Lord and would not do anything without His approval.
Paul used this expression often:
· Returning to Ephesus, "If the Lord wills" (Acts 18:21)
· Visiting Corinth, “If the Lord wills” (I Cor. 4:19)
· “Remain with them if the Lord permits.” (I Cor. 16:7)

· He hoped in the Lord to send Timothy to Philippi (Phil. 2:19)

· He hoped in the Lord to go to Philippi himself (Phil. 2:24)
     The writer to the Hebrews expressed a goal of reaching maturity with his readers - if God permit (Hebrews 6:3) But He doesn't intend it as a ritualistic formula. We don't have to go around saying it, but it ought to be on our hearts all of the time - like the game "May I?"
There were times when Paul expressed plans without this formula:
Acts 19:21- Paul visits Rome after Jerusalem, Macedonia, and Greece.
Rom 15:24-28 – Paul visits Rome on the way to Spain. But I am sure his intension was "if God wills".
III. The Evil of worldly Conceit – 4:16-17

A. Conceit Is Exposed - 4:16a
“But now you boast in your arrogance.”

They were boasting about their abilities and plans. All boasting should be in the cross of Christ and in the Christ of the Cross

Galatians 6:14 

﻿“But God forbid that I should boast except in the ﻿﻿cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by ﻿﻿whom the world has been crucified to me, and ﻿﻿I to the world.”
And they were boasting in their arrogance. Really arrogances are plural. They were not just boasting but they were repeated displays of arrogance by these self-confident merchants.
B. Conceit Is Labeled – 4:16b
“All such boasting is evil.”

What do you call that? Call it what God calls it SIN. All such boasting is EVIL!
Not only is it socially irritating and demonstrably foolish, but it is contrary to God's revealed truth and disobedient to His commands.
Summary Statement is v. 17

“Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.”

James has warned them, and us, against presumptuous self-confidence and of their duty to walk humbly with their God. This is a divine requirement and to know this requirement and not do it is sin.

Conclusion: We cannot say,
“I am the master of my fate; I am the captain of my soul” (William Ernest Henley 1849-1903)
